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EDITOR'S PREFACE,

minds and persons of the inhabitants clearly prove that
Moorish or Arab blood forms a small part of their composi-
tion, and though they speak a Latin tongue more closely ap-
proaching the ancient speech of Rome than does the Castilian,
yet little of the Latin is in their race. The somewhat dreamy
poetic Celt, with his vivid imagination and love of home and
famify, is in the Gallego tempered by a large admixture of
a strong Germanic stock, which makes him laborious, patient
and enduring; an almost exact counterpart of the Irishman
in those parts of Ireland where the English and Celtic
populations have blended. Compare, again, this Gallego
or Asturian with the Valencian, and it will be seen that in
the latter both the Celtic and Germanic elements are com-
paratively insignificant, and are swamped by the Semitic.
The Valencian also speaks a dialect of Latin resembling that
of his racial cousin the Provencal. He is above all a keen
chafferer, vehement of gesture, superstitious, false and a
fatalist; a man whose Christianity is to a large extent an
adaptation of the paganism of his forbears: fond of luxury
and bright colours, he is obviously the direct descendant of
Phcenecians, Carthaginians, Greeks and Arabs; and the
influence of his descent may be traced in every action of his
life. To the north of him, his neighbour the Catalan, speak-